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BLOOD DRIVE EFFORTS          

So Proud! Four JA staff members 

went to Gurwin Geriatric Center on 

Tuesday to participate in their Blood 

Drive. Way to go JA! 

MAZAL TOV IN ORDER                

A hearty mazal tov is extended to 

our very own Rabbi Tuvia & Chaya 

Teldon who are celebrating their 

40th Wedding Anniversary this com-

ing Tuesday. We wish them many 

more continued years of health and 

happiness! 

We need a work-
ing B/W COPY 

MACHINE. Be in 
J A 

100TH DAY OF SCHOOL PROGRAM  
Friday, February 17th is this year’s  
100th day of school. It will be celebrated 
with creative and challenging math   
activities throughout the week and will 
culminate with Friday’s 100 Years From 
Now Pageant. Students are encouraged 
to dress up as they think they will look 
like in 100 years.  Parents are invited to 
participate (please dress up!) and join us 
from 12:15 - 1:15 for our Shabbat      
Assembly & 100th Day celebration. 

CHAYA’S CORNER                                                                  
Friday’s Shabbat assembly was something to behold. The JA staff outdid themselves as they 

fully engaged the students in a MOOD METER program.  Developed at Yale University, the 

concept enables students to identify their mood, which in turn potentially impacts their 

learning. By recognizing ‘where they’re at’, students can make a conscience effort to 

‘relocate’ by using previously discussed strategies. Students can be happy they are in the 

yellow! There is no judgement, but an awareness and the opportunity to develop emotional 

intelligence.  When you see an emotion at home, ask your child, “What color are you in?”  

You can follow up with, “What color would you like to be in? What might you need to do to 

get there?”                                                                                                                                                               

If you’re watching the Super Bowl this Sunday, I hope it leaves you in the Yellow!             

Shabbat Shalom! 

Challah Sales this week in the JCC lobby  



2  

February/ Adar 1 

Volume 10, Issue 

3 
Here’s what happened this week:  

B”H 

IVRIT / JUDAICS 

K had been busy in our Aleph Bet  centers 

practicing letter recognition with magnets, 

whiteboards, playdough, 

coloring sheets and puz-

zles. We  introduce  our 

latest vowel ‘patach’ which 

makes an ahh sound. We 

have also been practicing 

our Aleph Bet songs and 

skit for our presentation 

which will be March 3. 

(Invitation for a very spe-

cial Aleph Bet Celebration 

to be sent soon.)                                                             

As part of  our Tu b’Shvat 

unit we have constructed a 

tree with all its  different parts, including 

the roots.                                                          

K and Second grade enjoyed Morah’s very 

entertaining rendition of the plagues and 

Pharoah’s stubborn refusal to let the Jews 

leave Egypt. They also got to make special 

Parsha momentos. 

Second Grade has read the Tal Am  books, 

gathering information to write their own 

books. Each student will be writing about 

a different fruit tree.               

3-5 Has  started a unit on brachot /

blessings and has learned that their are 

many blessings that are far less known 

then the classic blessings we make on 

food. We have discussed the meaning and 

purpose of brachot and translated them 

into English. We continue to work assidu-

ously on our Chumash, inferring infor-

mation from  pictures and beautifully 

putting together the meaning of the 

text . Aleph Champ has also been stud-

ied reviewed, and thoroughly enjoyed.                                                           

6-8 Students  researched answers to 

questions and wonderings we had anno-

tated in text. The assignment required 

finding at least two commen-

taries that answered the ques-

tion they elected to research. 

We had a fascinating lecture 

explaining the four disciplines of 

Torah which     include Midrash. 

We are in the middle of  under-

standing why Midrash remains 

so elusive and challenging to 

understand. In Parsha we com-

pared three different commen-

tators takes on the plague of 

darkness. We also continued 

learning the history of  Persia 

(modern day Iran) and Babylon (modern 

day Iraq) as it pertains to the Purim    

story. 

(Pareve) Chicken soup with RED and 

BLUE matzah balls in conjunction with 

our MOOD METER program!  Where 

else but at the JA? 
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Here’s what happened this week:  

B”H 

MATH                                                                      

Kindergarten finished working on their 

subtraction facts.  They subtracted using 

manipulatives, counting backwards on 

the number line, 

and their fingers.  

We will be mov-

ing on to larger 

numbers next 

week. 

2nd Grade has been busy with measure-

ment.  They are using both inches and 

centimeters and measuring items in the 

classroom.  They  compared their findings 

to larger units such as feet and yards. 

3rd Grade: Equivalent fractions have been 

the topic of the week.  They learned what 

equivalent fractions are and how to gen-

erate then.  They used fraction bars and 

diagrams as strategies to solve. 

4th Grade students worked on adding and 

subtracting mixed numbers.  They 

learned how to break it apart into one 

whole and a fraction less than one. They 

used diagrams to support their thinking. 

5th Grade learned about analyzing 

patterns and relationships.  They can now 

generate a pattern when given a rule, and 

identify relationships between two 

patterns by comparing them.  Visuals 

and tables were used as strategies. 

6th Grade has been working on nets and 

surface area.  It’s a difficult and tedious 

topic, but they have done well.  They 

now know what a net is and 

how it could be used to make 

finding surface area easier. 

Algebra 1 continued to work 

with quadratic equations this 

week.  The Quadratic Formu-

la was introduced and used 

to help solve the 

quadratic equa-

tions.  Word 

problems involv-

ing quadratic 

equations were 

also presented 

and worked 

with. 

Geometry: The geometry students 

worked on multiple topics this week 

including proofs and trigonometric 

functions.  We continue to work and 

prepare for the regents. 

LITERACY                                                              

K-2: This week students learned how to 

write a reading response. After reading 

in class, Kindergarten students rated 

their book and then drew and/or wrote 

about their favorite part. Second grad-

ers worked on citing text evidence to 

explain what they liked or didn't like 

about their book. In writing, students 

started outlining their stories. They 

came up with their main characters, 

setting, problem, and solution. 

LITERACY                                                           

3-5: Students finished sharing their pho-

to analysis from last week. Students pre-

viewed the cover of Number the Stars 

and came up with questions and predic-

tions. We then began reading Chapter 1. 

Students annotated the text- taking note 

of new vocabulary words, questions 

about characters, and also wonderings 

about the time period in which the story 

was taking place.  

6-8: Scene three of Act I is a very intense 

scene, the character of Macbeth has just 

been introduced.  We 

learn that he is "wary, 

tempted, and in-

trigued" by the 

prophecies the witch-

es bestow upon 

him.  This led us to 

explore the ideas of internal and exter-

nal conflicts in        reference to not only 

ourselves but to Macbeth.  There are 

four types of      external conflicts we 

discussed: man vs. man, person vs. na-

ture, person vs. society, and person vs. 

machine.  Macbeth was struggling inter-

nally which is how we are able to see 

that he is wary of the situation, but in-

trigued as well.  As we develop his char-

acter we learn that not everything is as it 

seems.  
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Here’s what happened this week:  

B”H 

STEM                                                                                                        

K-2: This week we learned how to 

make bridges more stable by    

using triangles. The students also 

learned how to build an arch by 

shifting rectangular blocks. 

3-5: The students learned the   

basics of programming using 

Scratch, a free      program-

ming language with  graphical  

interface. They wrote code in 

Scratch to solved a maze, and 

learned how to    upload simple 

program to the VEX IQ robot    

using RobotC programming      

language. 

6-8: The students learned about 

analog input and how to control 

LED brightness using a potentiom-

eter. 


