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Commack candle lighting: 4:07pm 

Parshat Vayeitzei 

Major Gift Made to the  Jewish Academy  

Mr. Peter Klein, representing the Claire Friedlander Family Foundation 

(cffamilyfoundation.org), recently presented a grant of $10,000 to the Jewish Academy. The 

Foundation has played a key role in the growth of many organizations in Long Island, The 

Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County in Glen Cove being a prime 

example. This investment is a major step for the Foundation, which reflects their interest in 

the innovative educational approach the 

Commack school is pursuing. Mr. Klein 

commented that "The Foundation is very 

impressed by the quality of education at 

the JA, as well as the potential for future 

growth, and we feel it is a great oppor-

tunity for our foundation to be part of this 

effort". Leg. Steve Stern said that, "I am 

honored to join with Peter Klein, Rabbi 

and Mrs. Teldon, Dr. Shimon Waronker, 

Joe Heller and the students to thank the 

Claire Friedlander Family    Foundation for 

this generous and important gift to the 

Jewish Academy. This donation will aid 

the Jewish Academy in its  mission and com-

mitment to innovation and excellence in 

education.”     

(l-r) Mrs. Chaya Teldon, Mr. Joe Heller - JA Board Officer,  

Dr. Shimon Waronker, Mr. Peter Klein, Leg. Steven Stern 

and JA students Shlomo K. and Naomi P.   

                                            Photo credit to Mr. Leo Hertzson 
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CHAYA’S CORNER 
Often during this time of year, Jewish educators discuss ‘The December Dilemma’;  lights, decorations, 

sugar and gifts seem to be everywhere and on everyone’s mind.   What’s a Jewish parent to do?                                                                        

Chanukah comes from the root word—’chinuch’ or education. Chanukah began with the rededication of 

the Temple after it was rendered impure by the Greek army. Today, we remember that event by not 

only kindling lights in our own home, but by increasing their number each consecutive night. 

How can we ‘educate’ our children and ‘increase’ the light?  Here’s a suggestion: Model the concept 

that “when we get, we give’. When we are blessed, there is an opportunity to ’pay it forward’.   

The JA is partnering with an incredible organization - Chai Lifeline (www.chailifeline.org) during Chanu-

kah time. (See last page of Journal). When you go shopping, pick up something extra and let your child 

feel warm all over when they place a gift into the bin at school for the CHANUKAH TOY DRIVE.  

That’s spreading the light and increasing goodness in a sometimes dark and turbulent world. 
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6-8   We are learning Perek Bet in 
Chumash Shmot - while learning 
about the historical birth of Moshe, 
we explored opinions as to what the 
verse meant by telling us that “the 
child was good”. We then referred 
back to our commentaries and ex-
plored five different ones that have 
varying understandings on what that 
meant. It was interesting to see that 
many of our thoughts were included 
in the different commentaries. What a 
great validation of the scholarship 
that we are displaying! 

What is the connection of Chanukah 
to finding the light within to overcome 
darkness? 

The Chanukah story is about the       
triumph  of the weak minority over 
skilled brave warriors. Surprisingly, 
these weak defenders of the truth 
overcame the darkness. This  theme 
plays itself out on many levels.        
Students brought their own ideas to 
the group discussion as well as com-
mentaries  relating to this question.                                                
We are working on our project of   
interviewing people and documenting 
their personal triumphs over dark-
ness. This week we reached out to our 
interviewees , researched  events that 
they lived through, compiled ques-
tions to ask them and prepared our-
selves for our meeting with them next 
week. 
 

IVRIT/JUDAICS 

Kindergarten learned about Flyin’ Ayin 
that rides rollercoasters for fun and about 
the funny faced family of Pey , Fey and 
Final Fey. Ask them how Mrs. Fey learned 
to distinguish between her identical 
twins. We also got into Chanukah spirit 
with painting and building our Chanukiot. 
We learned about delicious Chanukah 
treats -/donuts and levivot/latkes and fig-
ured out fun Chanukah Chidot/riddles. 
We sharpened our Alef Bet skills during 
Alef Bet Center Time. Congratulations to 
Rivky and Andrew for mastering the 
White level of Aleph champ . 
In Second grade we worked on writing   
Hebrew sentences. We also learned how 
to write  riddles in Hebrew and wrote a 
variety of our own Chanukah     riddles. 
We learned how to paint our Chanukiot 
with an artistic method used by Eric Carle. 
Congratulations Eli and Tzivi for mastering 
the    Orange level. We worked on our 
weekly parsha books, writing     coloring 
and stapling together the story of Yaa-
kov’s escape from his angry brother Esav . 
3-5 We completed chapter 23 in Chumash  
Bereshit .  In review of this unit students 
divided into  teams of two  to write sum-
maries on selections from the   chumash 
then regrouped into new teams where 
they shared their summaries. This proved 
to be quite an effective process to      syn-
thesize material learned.                                                                     
Students are practicing Hebrew verbs and 
working on their Alef Champ . Congratula-
tions to Jacob Novick for mastering the 
Orange level. Original Chanukah skits 
were revised and tweaked and props and 
costumes were planned and prepared.  
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MATH                                                               

Our math classes have been very busy.  

The Kindergarten has been working on 

addition and subtraction.  Second grade is 

comparing 3-digit numbers using (<,>,=).  

Third grade is trying their hands at 2-step 

word problems using four operations.  

Fourth grade finished long division and has 

moved on to equivalent fractions.  Fifth 

grade is finding the product of fractions 

using fractions, mixed numbers, and whole 

numbers.  Sixth grade is doing unit rate 

and comparing which is a better buy based 

on the unit rate.  Algebra 1 is multiplying 

polynomials.  Geometry worked on per-

pendicular bisectors, basic constructions, 

and reflections and transformations.   

SCIENCE                                             

K-2  This week student's continued their 

study of the five senses. They experiment-

ed with touch and worked on adding scien-

tific language to their  observations. Stu-

dents then experimented with smell. Ask 

them about the olfactory reactors (smell 

cells) and the center of the 

brain!                                                                 

3-5  We made LIGHT! Over the last  few 

years students have had experience with 

building circuits using pre-made kits. This 

year after assessing the student's prior 

experience and knowledge, we challenged 

the students to take what they know about 

circuits and build one without the typical 

power source!  Students have been  

conducting experiments with different 

items and using a volt meter to track their 

progress. Students know that they need 

more than 2.5 volts to be able to light up 

their LED. This week students explored and 

gained knowledge calculating voltage, nec-

essary parts of a circuit, negative and posi-

tive terminals, and troubleshooting when 

the volt meter showed a negative number 

(Oops, the current was flowing in the wrong 

direction!) Students had to use this 

knowledge to problem solve each time they 

could not get their bulb to light up. After 

numerous tries, Sophia and Shmuly were 

able to get their light bulb to light up using 

four lemons! WOW! Students connected 

their experience to quotes of Albert Ein-

stein including, "I have tried 99 times and 

have failed, but on the 100th time came 

success" where Sophia reflected, "Even if 

you have tried many times you might just 

get it in your next one. Today I am going to 

try until I succeed even if it takes a long 

time with the lemon experiment."  

6-8 We reflected on our work as engineers 

and realized that the process we had used 
over the last few sessions was not  working.  
We revised this process by assigning jobs 
for building our robotic arm which worked 
beautifully. We were able to get the motors 
built and ready to go! 

LITERACY 
K-2  This week student's continued their study 

of the five senses. Students experimented with 
touch and worked on adding scientific language 
to their observations. Then students experiment-
ed with smell. Ask them about the olfactory reac-
tors (smell cells) and the center of the brain!  
3-5 We idea of text structures was intro-

duced.   We began the exploration in order to  
explain the relationships between events, ideas, 
and concepts by using the text structure. We   
determined that the text structure is key to giving 
a reader a purpose for reading, helping the reader 
understand what is important and what isn’t   
important, and it helps a reader to summarize or 
retell a text. Next week we will delve deeper into 
one of the five structures.   

6-8 Budgeting for a trip is not as easy as it may 

seem. Finding transportation costs based on the 
many places we will visit and the different types of 
transportation was 
enlightening. We 
started working on 
the total budget 
including hotels, 
travel to and from 
the location, trans-
portation while we 
are there, food, and 
the cost of visiting 
the educational 
site. In addition, we 
continued our novel 
study about a girl 
that is struggling 
with a life changing 
event. 





At a time often filled with receiving, let us remember to give,  as well.  Great lesson 

learned, great mitzvah done!   Kindly send in a new, unwrapped toy with your child. Thank you in advance! 


