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Parshat Vayishlach 

CHAYA’S CORNER 
Ok , so your child might think they are now a movie star after  seeing the piece on CBS 
news!   http://newyork.cbslocal.com/video/3593288-respected-educator-suggests-new-teaching-model/ 

     All children were filmed, but who knows what footage is laying on the proverbial ‘editors 

floor’.  In truth though, all our students are stars. They are part of a wonderful shift in educa-

tion. They are not only motivated, they are motivators. They not only learn, but are teaching 

others. They don’t just take care of #1, but they look out for #2. They passionately embrace 

winning, but they know how to cheer for the other team.  They rejoice in achieving and they 

know the power of an eraser and how to change course when ‘stuff’ happens.                                                                              

The reporter from CBS found her ‘news-worthy’ angle regarding the JA, in part, when hearing 

about our student-centered vs teacher centered  classrooms. It is not a new concept, but it is 

an area we are focusing on. It is not the way I was taught. I venture to guess that it’s not the 

way many parents were taught. But it is powerful!  Different, but powerful.                                          

I’m sharing with you (back page of newsletter) a resource to aid in clarifying  our embracing 

this  shift.                                                                                                                                                                     

Students are gathering content and knowledge. They are acquiring life skills they will need 

down the road.  They are happy. That’s a blessing. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

H.E.A.R.T.S.                     

Awards     

 

 

 

                                             

K-2                                                            

Andrew Brunn             

Scholarship                                 

 

 

 

 

3-5                                                      

Sophia Strey                                     

Aspiration                 

 

 

 

 

 

6-8                                                                                        
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TZEDAKA / TOY DRIVE                                                    

Each JA morning begins with the  collection of  

Tzedakah. Kindly send in a baggie of change which 

your child can use for this important mitzvah. (Read 

note below!) 

 

SPREADING THE WORD 

The JA Chanukah Story Hour at 

Barnes & Noble—another venue 

to attract new students. Please 

let your friends and family know . 

Like us on Facebook 

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/video/3593288-respected-educator-suggests-new-teaching-model/
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MATH   Our math students have been 

working hard.  The Kindergarten has been 

working subtraction within 5.  Second 

grade is subtracting 3-digit numbers using 

regrouping.  Third grade has been practic-

ing 2-step word problems using all four 

operations.  This is a difficult concept, but 

they are doing well.  Fourth grade is com-

paring fractions with different numerators 

and denominators using (<,>,=).  Fifth 

grade is finding the product of fractions 

using fractions, mixed numbers, and 

whole numbers and relating it to word 

problems.  Sixth grade is dividing frac-

tions.   Algebra 1 has started factoring. 

This week they factored using greatest 

common factor. The Geometry track 

worked on dilations and radians.  

IVRIT/HEBREW                                                                                                                          
We have been working on writing ‘how-
to's’ in Hebrew. We shared all the infor-
mation we know about how to light a    
Menorah/Chanukiah. Morah filled in some 
more details . The Second grade then 
learned how to write the step by step   
directions in Hebrew! The Kindergarten 
practiced the steps on their own  Chanukiot 
with real candles. They practiced setting it 
up for different nights and counting the 
nights of Chanukah in Hebrew.                                                                                        
Kindergarten learned all about (the letter)  
Tzadik whose favorite Mitzva was Tzedaka/
charity. When Tzadik ran out of change he 
was sad but he soon learned that sharing in 
other ways was also considered tzedaka. 
We discussed things we can give such as 
food, clothing and toys.                                                                                                                                     
Second grade was able to read thru differ-
ent summarizing sentences in Hebrew. 
They were able to build an entire  Hebrew 
paragraph summarizing the Chanukah  
story!!  They even used their Tal Am books 
to help when they got stuck. Kuddos for 
their efforts and team work.                                                                  

3-5 We have been very focused on our 

Chanukah project creating a plan on how to 
spread the light of Chanukah to others.  We 
have planned out detailed events including 
time, location and happenings at such an 
event. We have thought of the particular 
lessons of Chanukah to share and how to 

bring it across with impact.                           -
6-8  In Chumash we have progressed in 

our text based skills, working in groups to 
identify quotes from the entire chapter 
23.  We have learned about the Jewish way 
of taking care of our deceased and the 
meaning of the phrase chesed shel emet-
true kindness as it relates to this chapter of 
Chumash. It was fascinating to discover 
that there is a cemetery here in Long Island 
that practiced this message to offer true 
kindness to those who can no longer en-
sure their own dignity,  by providing proper 
Jewish burial free of charge for those in 
need.                                                                                                                                  

In our Chanukah themed project of ‘Light 
Overcoming Darkness’ we searched to un-
derstand the traits a person has that may 
help them overcome their personal struggles 
and bring them to a place of light. The stu-
dents have been interviewing different indi-
viduals with varied backgrounds and unique 
struggles , hardships and darkness.  Each of 
our guests have triumphed and exemplify 
that shining flame that dispels the dark. Our 
week has been busy with communications 
back and forth; inquires, confirmations on 
times and locations, and thank yous etc. 
Interviews have been filmed, and the work 
of documenting the stories in writing is un-
derway. Among the skills learned through 
this process,  was how to proceed when 
your interview is interrupted by a fire drill! 
Yes, it happened while we were listening to 
the riveting words of holocaust survivor Mr. 
Mordechai Miller. Unexpected things may 
happen and the way we proceed in those 
situations may 
have everything 
to do with our 
theme of light 
overcoming 
darkness!  
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LITERACY                                                             

K-2     Students continued their word 

study and writing ‘how-to’ texts. K groups 

worked on the letters "m" and "n"- they 

realized that they make the same sound 

except your lips are different. They also 

looked at how words are put together to 

make sentences. The 2nd graders are 

practicing their short and long vowels and 

worked with the letter "i". Bella noticed 

that when there was an "i" in the word 

followed by a consonant and then an "e"- 

it was a long "i". We did a further investi-

gation and saw that this is not the only 

time the "i" vowel was long. Students con-

tinued to work on writing ‘how-to’ texts 

about Chanukahh. Kindergarten worked 

on drawing pictures in an exact order and 

2nd grade worked on finding strong transi-

tion words for each step.  

3-5   Explaining the relationships between 

a series of events or steps in nonfiction 

texts is key to understanding the author's 

purpose or intention.  Knowing the text 

structure allows a reader to access their 

prior knowledge and to make connections,   

inferences, and new learnings faster and 

more clearly.  Students were able to make 

connections within texts involving the text 

structure of description.  An author uses 

the description structure to provide sever-

al details about something to give the 

reader a mental picture.                                                             

6-8   We are in the home stretch of this 

unit. As we have been gathering infor-

mation and determining the relevance of 

this information to our main idea, we have 

been using graphic organizers to essential-

ly organize this information.  We are now 

ready to review our work and put these 

ideas into a cohesive plan.   In addition, 

we have been researching restaurants in 

the city we have been examining for our 

Class Trip.    In the fiction world we have 

continued reading about Jessica and the 

development and changes of her charac-

ter before and after her car accident.  This 

character change is key to understanding 

her decision making process and think-

ing.  As we dig deeper into the book we 

are led more into the world of prosthetics 

and the need for understanding the per-

son in order to create a prosthetic that 

meets their needs. 

SCIENCE                                                                 

K-2  We continued our study of the five 

senses. We learned about hearing- ask 

your child about the job of the outer ear, 

middle ear, inner ear, and the brain. Stu-

dents listened to different noises and had 

to identify what their brains were telling 

them the sounds were. They had a lot of 

fun guessing and then finding out if their 

predictions were correct or incorrect. Stu-

dents also learned about different tastes 

and the different sections of taste buds on 

the tongue. They also explored the con-

nection between smell and taste.    

3-5 This week Sophia and Shmuly were 

able to use the knowledge they gained in 

getting their lightbulb to light (!) to facili-

tate the other students in successfully 

building circuits. Students worked in two 

different groups to build circuits, one us-

ing  lemons as a power source and one 

using potatoes. Students then learned 

WHY and HOW this was possible.                                                                

6-8   The connection between the skel-

etal system, the muscular system, pro-

gramming, and knowing a person's 

needs and wants all go into the creation 

of a prosthetic.  We have broken into 

two smaller groups in order to learn 

more about this process.  One group 

will continue building our robotic arm 

while the other group has delved into 

the world of the human body.  We ex-

plored the connection between kinetic 

energy in humans and the kinetic ener-

gy in machines.  Next, we connected 

the idea of the workings of the nervous 

system, skeletal system, and muscular 

system to the inner workings of a pros-

thetic and our robotic arm.  Ultimately, 

it will take a bio-engineer to understand 

the connection and workings of each of 

these systems in order to create a pros-

thetic that supports the needs of their 

clients. 






