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Commack candle lighting: 4:10pm 

Parshat Chayei Sara 

CHAYA’S CORNER 

Whether its for turkey, brisket or    

veggie burgers, our collective nation 

pauses this week to give thanks. 

I think this poem, Author Unknown, 

expresses timely sentiments. 

Count your joys instead of your woes; 
Count your friends instead of your foes. 
Count your smiles instead of your tears; 
Count your courage instead of your fears. 
Count your full years instead of your lean; 
Count your kind deeds instead of your 
mean. 
Count your health instead of your wealth; 
Count on Hashem instead of yourself. 

PUBLISHED ARTIST SPEAKS WITH JA STUDENTS BY CHANA LYUBICH 

On Monday, November 21, students had the privilege of meeting Archie Rand, an artist 

from Brooklyn, who painted his interpretation of all 613 mitzvot. 

Archie Rand was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1949. His artwork is displayed all over 

the world including San Francisco, London, Paris, and Israel. In his book entitled The 613, 

Archie Rand combined Judaism, his own interpretation, and modern art together into a 

masterpiece. 

In preparation for Archie Rand’s visit, the students were able to pick a mitzva out of a hat 

and make their own creative interpretation of the mitzvah. They were each given a paper 

and pencil where they could make their rough draft. Next, they were given a piece of 

fabric, as well as paints, crayons, glitter, and other materials, with which they   created 

the final product. These individual fabric pieces will later be made into a quilt. 

On Monday, the students had the opportunity to show Archie Rand their art work and 

explain what they created, the reason why they picked those colors, etc. Archie Rand 

shared his own thoughts and interpretations as well. 




